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In the opring sf L9tL, the DcK Government conceived a nlan for constructing 

a lerg: “ohe slat for the Eisenhittenkomhinat Ost {2KO) in the Kirs stenberg 
region Tha plart vas to cover the total demand of coke of the combine which, 
accordins tu “lan, ras te produce 1.4 million tons of nile iron ner year hogin-. 
ning or |. January ae Tse pant, ag. envisaged by the DDR Government and 


acecrding % plans vorked out by the State Planning Commission, was to crocess, 
for this nurvese. 4.6C:) tone of mineral eval sSteinkohle) ver day 
inte 3.759 vens Of coke per day, OP this amount, 3,000 tons per day vere te 
be bign quality tise: furnace co! 

haat bea. al [-e] : uy ee aw al 


The axeeuticn of this plan was Ascoedant upon the following points: 


& Securing of cecal deliveries sufficient for the contempigtec curpose. 


Sinve the DUN is not a mineral coal producing country, this coal was 
to bs impor tad, 


b Securing of fireproof materiai needed for the constriction of the 
» plant. This material, toc, was to be imported. 


e¢. Securing of ithe bluesrints, elk et ete, needed for the construction 
of a modern coke vlant, Such plans were not available in the DDE, 
German firms with long-standing experience in the construction of 
coke plants sre Jorated in West Germany ‘Or, Jito, Bochum; Kopners, 
Essen, and Didier-Kegaz ie rhe fesen), 

The DDK dovernnent Gecided to send Vinister Fritz Selbmann to Poland 
ua the CSR for the ourncse af arranging delivery of the necessary 
naterleis, primarily coal, from these two countries to the DDR, 


P 


Seibmarn ris. %: 


i “oisnG Prom (8 May to L Sune 1931, and the CSR from 5 June ts 

3 June 1°51, eceaivanied, on doth trips, by ai engineer of Hauvtverwai- 
tung Metaliacspie of iis! Wnistry, an engineer of the iron Research Institute 

in Bemaigsdort, , ws SeChaiclen of Eisenhuttenweck Thale, and a coal expert of 
the Jertraded. Su: Porecthang und Technik (ZAFT) of the State Pianning Commission, 


In Katwwise. Tdosd Selbmapn and his perty met Polish Deputy Minister for 

Metallurcyica. pudueucny, Semaphos*and the eok* and coal refining expert cf that 
Mindota sy, eex A_exander SgpLlewier! :ho, at the time of the visit, worked 
ine branch of lve, af Katowice, of tne Ministry for Metallurgical Industry, 
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Warsaw, Koneza ?:, Hs was later transferred to the Ministry in Warsaw, 

Members of the German party were allowed to visit the Central Construction 

Office in Zabrze and to inferm 

themselves of availiable plans. Seibzann's reque3t four permission to vistt 

a new large mining combine whicn, at the tire of the visit was under constrvction, 
near Cracow, was refused by Zemayk-s. The Germar party was allowed to visit 

the Central Office for Materials in Gliwice for negetiations conce-ning delivery 
of fire-proof material, . 


Following is the result of the visit to Poland wit: resnect to the ODR plan 
of establishing a large coke plant dependent upon dzliveries from Poland: 


a, Poland was not in a position tc deliver coke enai to the DDR. FPolend 
was ready to assume the obligations of delivering © ,O00 tons per day 
of gas coal which only by mixture mith higt-qual: ity” woke coal could 
be used for the production of blast furnace coke. Since the envisaged 
German coke plant was to process 4,800 tons sf coal per day, “he 
Polish offer necessitated finding another source fer delivery of 2,800 
tons of high-quality coke coal per day. The foies justified their 
refusal to deliver coke coal to a nev DDR coke plart by nointing sut, 
generally, that Poland has hardly enough coke esa! for its om expand~- 
ing industry, and, in varticular, that Poland, upon Russian ordess, 
has been and continues to be the main suprlier 0” coke to the DDR 
Huttenkombinat Ost and of coke coal to DDR enke rlants which, in turn, 
provide the coke needed by EKO. 


b,. Poland could deliver fireclay, firevricks and fireoroof mortar from 
the Stella works in Chrazanov, Skawine, and Gliwice, Engineer Tocharski , 
in charge of production and distribution of fireproof material in the 
Central Office for Materials, fpuaranteed delivery of these materials 
in sufficient quantities. He pointec out, however, that Poland was 
not in a position to deliver si}iea stones, since Poland was in a 


eritical position herself in regard to this jten. 


ce. The Central Construction Office in Zebrze was in possession cf complete 
plens for the construction of coke oven betteries, On the basis of 
these blueprints, a battery with 35 cvens was buiit for the Gliwice 
coke vlant. which started to operate in January 1951. Furthermore, 
two batteries with 28 ovens eech were built fcr the Makoscow coke plant; 
they started to operate in October i951. The plans available concerned 
construction of coke oven batteries cf the Dr. otto type. i. e.,with 
DG current hesting. These plans were obteined from the firm Otto, 
Bechum, West Germany, The Central Construction Office also had plans 
for the construction of coke pliant equinment cther than oven batteries. 


The Selbmann party's trip to the CSR was undertaken after it became clear that 
the Poles could not fill the main requ’rement for the slanned DDN coke plant, 
delivery of coke coai, The party went t. Moravska Ostrava end Presies The 


CSR Government had delegated engineer Boroviz to negotiate with the German 
Party, The result: 


a, The CSR coke coal situation was even worse than the Polish, The CSR 
was not in a sosition to deliver to the DDR the smallest amount of coke 
cosl, regerdiess of quality. The Czechs feared that they would be 
short of coke com] 7fter completion of a new coke pliant under 
construction in 0 oc #, 


b, Czechoslovakia was sufficiently svonlied with fireproof materials 
for her own demands, Firebrick fa:tory Vitkoviee is a supplier of 
firebricks; Horni Briza (formerly Weatbohmische Schamotte-und Kaolin 
werke) is a furnisher of silica stones. 


ec, The CSR was in possession of plans for the construction of a coke 
plant of the Konvers tyne. Kopners, Essen, built such a plant during 
the German occupation in Moxaveka Ostrava. The Czechs copied the plans 
of the Kopoers installation; these plans are kept in the construction 
office of the Skada works, Pilsen, The Czechs were, however, not in 
a position to build a coke plant which differs essentially- be it only 
in scale- from the old Koppers drafts. In addition to these olans, 
the Caechs had the So ha drafts in the construction office of the 
iron mee at Vitkovice 
eep bunker for. coal, capacity 3,000 tons, 
Approved For Release 2003188108 {PAARDPB2rA0456R09470009 000938 tons in 14 hours, 
eoal mixture installation, capacity 7,600 tons, 
coal tower, ceanacity 3,000, 
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coke separation instal lasion,, 
gas container, 
7. After Minister Selbmann made renorts to the DOR Government on the results 


of the two trips, the latter shandoned the plan for construction of a coke 
plant for EKO, All hopes concerning the possibility of coke coal import of 
adequate quality and in sufficient quantity were ultimately eliminated when 
engineer Suplewies of the Warsaw detallurg:cai Ministry reported, during a 
visit to the DDR State Planning Commission and ZAFT in February 1952, that 
Poland as well as the CSR were thenseives row Seriousiy threatened by a 
shortage of coke coal. The DDR Government, thus, not only saw its plans feil 
as far as construction of a new coke nlant ia concerned, but also sees a 
serious threat to continued delivery of coke and coke coal from Poland for use 
in lfittenkombinat Ost, The DDR Government hopes to meet this threat by 
construction of a new large lignite coke plen*, in Lauchhammer near Senften- | 
berg; this plant is scheduled to be completed by 1 January 1953, The plant 
will produce ccke from lignite which can not be used as blast furnace coke bit 
is suitable for the chemical industry. At present, considerable amounts of 
mineral coal (Steinkohle) are used in the cheaical industry, These will be 
used for the production of biast furnace coke, if an adequate lignite substitute 
can be produced in sufficient Guantity for use in the chemical industry and 
fcr other purposes not involving blest furnace operations. Development of 
lignite coke in an experimental pleat in Delitesch near Leipzig has met with 
success, This plant at present produces 10 tons of lignite coke per day 
which has a tenacity of about 160 ke/em* (pe> squere om) when cold, and about 
the same tenacity in fire, 
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